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From the 
Head of 

School

Cover photo courtesy of  
Jeffrey Schmieg Photography

I am honored to begin my tenure as the Amos and Celia Heilicher Minneapolis 
Jewish Day School’s seventh head of school. Heilicher has a distinguished 
history, and its commitment to academic excellence and respect for the 

diversity of Jewish life has inspired countless graduates to lead lives of purpose. 
I am eager to join this community of committed parents, faculty, students, and 
friends of the school in our collective pursuit of learning as a lifelong venture.

Our theme for this issue comes from Pirkei Avot, which asks, “If not now, when?” 
We are living in a time of profound cultural change. I hope everyone looks to 
Heilicher as a refuge and a place that makes us feel connected to each other and 
our community. In the upcoming year, we will explore and discuss our individual 
and our community’s well-being. We will recommit to the cultural elements of 
our school that have made Heilicher special for so many families, and we will look 
forward to the things we can do to ensure its prosperity. 

Please know that I am grateful for the opportunity to serve our Heilicher students 
and families. I am thankful for your trust and anticipate a great school year. I 
welcome the chance to meet each of you in the coming months and to build 
Heilicher’s bright future together. 

Very best,

Dan Ahlstrom, Ed.D. 
Head of School

Dear Heilicher Community,
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Heilicher: If Not Now, When?

BY DR. DAVID ACKERMAN, 
DIRECTOR OF JEWISH LIVING 
AND LEARNING 

The British government’s decision 
to quit Palestine on May 15, 1948, 
presented the Zionist Movement’s 
leadership with a momentous 
decision: declare independence 
immediately or agree to a truce  
with the opposing forces and 
negotiate. David Ben Gurion, 
chairman of the executive 

committee of the Jewish Agency, understood this was a 
historic, one-time opportunity not to be missed. He surely was 
inspired, at least in part, by Hillel’s admonition, “im lo achshav, 
eimatai” (If not now, when?; Pirkei Avot 1:14).

The idea of seizing the moment is a value embedded in 
Heilicher’s approach to learning. While our students may not 
face decisions with national repercussions like Ben Gurion 
did, the issue is the same: recognizing the importance and 
ephemeral nature of the present moment. Now is the time to 
learn. Now is the time to help another person. Now is the time 
to care for our environment. Now is the time to fight hatred. 
Now is the time because if you put any of those things off, you 
may not get another chance.

But “im lo achshav, eimatai” is only the final segment of 
Hillel’s teaching. The full text reads, 

“If I am not for myself, who am I? But if I am only for myself, 
what am I? And if not now, when?” 

These three questions offer a road map for 
Heilicher as it embarks on the next leg of its 
almost 40-year journey.

If I am not for myself, who am I? Heilicher is 
a Jewish community day school committed to 
the inseparability of Jewish living from Jewish 
learning. It is a fierce advocate of the power 
of knowledge and the importance of Jewish 
literacy to a vibrant Jewish community. It is 
unabashed about its message of Jewish pride.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Dr. David Ackerman

Cover Story

Hebrew teacher Barbara Taragan helps second grader Liam R.

Kindergarteners Lev R. and Amelia L. draw the plants around them in the garden, and Lev shares 
his work with sixth grader Ellie F.



4  

Meet New Administrators

Q&A With Head of School Dan Ahlstrom

What drew you to the 
Heilicher head of school role?
When I first read the position 
description for the Heilicher head of 
school role, I was immediately excited. 
I love the pluralistic values that define 
the school, the strength and vibrancy 
of the community, and the fact that the 
school leads with its ten core values. 
I had great conversations with Board 
President Robyn Schein, with members 
of the search committee, and with staff, 
parents, and families. I had a positive 
feeling about Heilicher and felt like it 
reflected what I personally value about 
the Jewish day school experience. 

What have been your 
most meaningful personal 
connections to Jewish  
day school? 
Three of my four children attended 
Jewish day school through grade 12. 
For them, the most impactful part of 
their education was the experiential 
component, especially their school 
trips to Israel. My most meaningful 
connections are the relationships I  
have built over the past ten years in  
the community. Most of my closest 
friends in education and the people  
that I get advice from come from  
Jewish day schools.

What is special about  
Jewish day school?
I’ve always been attracted to the 
emphasis that Jewish day schools place 
on ethical decision-making as part of 
the core mission of the school. Jewish 
day schools combine academic rigor 
with menschlichkayt (human decency). 
Our Jewish educational communities 
set a high moral standard for students 
and give values-based education far 
more than lip service. Kids leave Jewish 
day schools immensely academically 
prepared but also deeply invested in 
helping make their community and 
their world a better place. 

What are you most looking 
forward to in your new role? 
I am looking forward to getting to know 
people from throughout the Heilicher 
community. I welcome the chance to 
meet students, parents, faculty and staff, 
clergy members, donors, and other 
Jewish leaders. I look forward to helping 
facilitate the vision that the community 
wants for Heilicher. I want to support 
teachers in educating the next 
generation of Heilicher students and to 
make sure that parents feel confident in 
the investment they are making in their 
students’ education.

Can you tell us a little  
bit about yourself and  
your family?
I was trained academically as a 
musician (bass player) with a Bachelor 
of Arts and Master of Arts in music 
but quickly moved into the education 
field, eventually earning my doctorate 
in education. I taught kindergarten 
and music and served in a variety of 
leadership capacities, including as an 
assistant head of school at a Jewish  
day school in Tucson, Arizona, and  
as a head of school at a Jewish day 
school in Houston and a Montessori 
school in San Antonio.

My wife, Shannon, was an attorney 
but has been an educator for the past 
ten years. I am thrilled that she will be 
teaching middle school language arts at 
Heilicher this year.

I have four adult children. My oldest 
son, Alex, works in higher education 
research in Washington, D.C. My 
daughter, Emma, graduated from 
college with a degree in graphic design 
and now works for a design firm in  
San Antonio. My two younger boys 
are still in college: William is at Lewis 
& Clark College in Portland, Oregon, 
studying psychology, and Thomas 
recently completed his freshman year 
at Regis College. I could not be more 
proud of all of them.

What do you like to do in 
your spare time? 
I tend to focus a lot of my “free” time 
on my professional responsibilities. 
That said, I like to walk my dog, and I 
read a lot and listen to audiobooks and 
podcasts. Shannon and I were involved 
in volunteer work in San Antonio and 
Houston, especially in the areas of flood 
recovery and home rebuilding. I look 
forward to finding opportunities to 
engage in meaningful volunteer work in 
the Twin Cities as well. 

What are you most excited 
about in Minnesota? 
Having four seasons. In the south, the 
seasons are hot, hotter, and hottest. I am 
actually looking forward to snow! 

Dan Ahlstrom looks forward to connecting 
with families and community members 
at dahlstrom@hmjds.org. 

Dan Ahlstrom
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Jackie Smith, Director of General Studies

Deborah Getsug, Admissions Director

Jackie Smith, 
M.Ed., began 
as Heilicher’s 
director of 
general studies 
this summer 
after two years 
as an assistant 
principal in 
the Saint Paul 
Public Schools. 
She has held 

many positions in the St. Paul and 
Robbinsdale schools, including as an 
English language learning teacher and 
an instructional coach and facilitator. 

“I am thrilled to be a part of Heilicher 
because I think it’s going to be really 
exciting and fulfilling to work in a 
community that is rooted in Jewish 
values,” Jackie said.

Jackie feels her new position is a good 
fit because it builds on her strengths 
while providing opportunities for 
professional growth. She enjoys 
working with and supporting teachers 
as well as developing curricula that 
are innovative and engaging and 
meet the needs of a diverse group of 
learners. She likes connecting the social 
and emotional aspects of learning to 
academics and integrating social justice 
work and experiential education into 
the curricula. Jackie looks forward to 

growing all of these opportunities at 
Heilicher over the coming school year. 

Jackie has high expectations of teachers 
but also a wide scope for what success 
looks like from teacher to teacher. “It’s 
really about that person coming to the 
class and being themselves but also 
providing what the child needs and 
being in touch with their needs,” she 
said. She also emphasizes respect for the 
educator as a learner and sees education 
as an ongoing process.

“It’s true there are challenges that the 
community and the school are facing, 

but I see so much commitment and 
passion in the teachers and families,” 
Jackie said. “I think a lot of the things 
we see as problems are actually really 
wonderful opportunities. I look forward 
to exploring these opportunities 
together, helping our students continue 
to grow and thrive in this incredibly 
special school community.”

Jackie lives in Falcon Heights with her 
husband and fellow teacher, Dave; their 
youngest of three children; and, during 
the summer, foster kittens. Jackie can be 
reached at jsmith@hmjds.org.

Jackie Smith

Deborah Getsug

Jackie, second to left, with (L to R) her children, Phina, Gus, and Levi; and husband, Dave.

Deborah Getsug, M.Ed., became 
Heilicher’s admissions director this 
summer. She had a short move from 
the Sabes Center’s Early Childhood 
Center, where she was the assistant 
director for four years.

Deborah worked in the Montessori 
community before deciding she 
wanted to be with her Jewish 
community, though she brings the 
Montessori philosophies of positive 

and gentle discipline and respectful guidance with her. She 
also previously served as an admissions counselor for an 
independent college.

“I love admissions because I get to work with everybody,” 
Deborah said. “I particularly enjoy working in the community 
with children and their parents because we can get to know  
each other beyond admissions. It’s extremely fulfilling.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Gabe Segal (Heilicher ‘01) graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin–
Madison with a master’s degree in
industrial engineering and has developed  
a career in the financial sector. 

“When it came time to decide on 
volunteer work, I wanted to get  
involved in something that had  
personal meaning to me,” Gabe said. 
“Heilicher gave me a great foundational 
education during an important period 
of my life. Giving back to the school  
was something I wanted to do.”

Joining the Board
Gabe joined the Heilicher Board of 
Trustees in 2018. Two years ago he 
became a member of the finance 
committee, and he has now been the 
treasurer for one year.

“It is really meaningful to have alumni 
serve on the Board,” Robyn Schein, 
Board president, said. “Gabe recognizes 
what the school provided him in his 
formative years and is actively giving 
back with his time and energy. He 
exemplifies what we hope for our 
students: that they grow up to be 
engaged and involved leaders in the 
Jewish community.”

She added, “In his role as treasurer, 
Gabe and I work closely on the financial 
health of the school. Gabe is thoughtful, 
inquisitive, and diligent. He brings  
his professional skills to the Board  
and is an important voice of the  
future of the school.”

Gabe is vice president at Norwest 
Mezzanine Partners, a Minneapolis 
private equity group that makes 

investments in private 
companies. Prior to his  
five years at Norwest,  
he was an investment 
banking analyst.

He said, “I understand the 
ins and outs of the financial 
statements and position 
of the school as well as 
have the strategic angle 
to evaluate Heilicher’s 
finances and help solve any 
financial issues.”  

Heilicher as a  
Foundation for Success
Gabe credits Heilicher with setting 
him up for success: “I definitely think 
that the individualized and one-on-
one education opportunities that the 
school gave were beneficial to me. The 
school allowed me to pursue my areas 
of interest and my strong suits, such as 
math and science — while not letting me 
fall behind in the other areas. This was 
an important lesson about cultivating a 
passion and recognizing how having a 
passion can help you succeed and excel.”

That success applies to relationships as 
well. “I made a couple of lifelong friends 
at Heilicher that I’m still friends with 
today,” Gabe said. “I think that was key 
to me recognizing the importance of 
relationships in my life and working to 
maintain those.”

It’s not only the friends that he 
remembers. Gabe recalled his sixth-
grade teacher who he said pushed him 
to do his best in math. “She knew math 
was a subject I enjoyed and was good 
at, and I think her encouragement was 
overall a great experience for me and set 
me up for much of the rest of my life,” 
Gabe said.

Already a vice president at his 
company, Gabe has big goals and an 
entrepreneurial spirit. He hopes to 
found and run his own company some 
day. Gabe lives in Minneapolis with his 
wife, Michelle, and their two dogs, Kona 
and Maui. In his free time he enjoys 
snowboarding and sailing.

Amazing Alumni

Gabe Segal Gives Back

Gabe Segal
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Mazal tov and l’hitraot (until we see you again)  
to the Heilicher graduating class of 2022

They get the last word. Here are excerpts 
from eighth-grade graduation essays:
“I felt connected to my history, and community, in a way I had 
never felt before. [Then] I realized that so many aspects of 
Judaism would no longer be a part of my school life, and this 
made me start to be more appreciative of what I have now: an 
amazing Jewish education that I love and that has made me 
extremely proud of my Jewish identity.”

— Phoenix F.

“Every single teacher has encouraged questions, and every 
single one has made me feel comfortable asking questions.”

— Avital K.

“Through the years Heilicher has pushed me in math and 
reading and helped me become the best student I could be.”

— Ben R.

“I had my first ever 94%. I was so proud of myself, and finally I 
could say, ‘I understand math and I AM good at it.’”

— Sarah B.

“I believe I have succeeded through the loving hand of 
Heilicher and I will miss this place I call home.”

— Edison M.

Heilicher alumni from the high school 
graduating class of 2022 are taking their 
next steps at these colleges, universities, 
and other experiences this fall. Mazal tov! 
• �Augsburg University
• �Brandeis University
• �Columbia University–List College
• �DePaul University
• �Drake University
• �George Washington University
• �Hofstra University
• Kivunim Gap-Year Program
• �Lawrence University
• �Loyola University
• �Northwestern University
• �St. Cloud Technical and Community College
• �Tulane University
• �University of Denver
• �University of Georgia
• �University of Iowa
• �University of Minnesota–Duluth
• �University of Minnesota–Twin Cities
• �University of Wisconsin–Madison
• �Ursinus College
• �Yale University

Listings are those known by Heilicher at the  
time of publication.
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Heilicher Highlights
TOP ROW
Sixth graders spend a night around the campfire singing songs 
and roasting marshmallows on the sixth- and seventh-grade  
trip to Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center.

On Purim, the third graders join everybody at school in dressing  
up in costume.

MIDDLE ROW
Eighth-grade students and chaperones stop in front of the  
Capitol on their bike tour of Washington, D.C.

Students play four square, one of the many activities at Maccabiah, 
Heilicher’s field day, which was full of friendly competition and 
ruach (spirit).

Fourth-grade students enjoy the outdoors and Heilicher’s playground.

BOTTOM ROW
Fifth graders pose with a sculpture that reads “love” on a field trip 
to Big Stone Mini Golf and Sculpture Garden. Along with touring 
the sculptures, they played mini golf and met animals.

In celebration of Simchat Torah, students (kindergarten pictured) 
view a rolled out Torah scroll.
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Heilicher Donors
JULY 1, 2021, THROUGH JUNE 30, 2022

We extend our deep gratitude to the 700 donors who supported Heilicher this year with generous philanthropic contributions. 
Heilicher raised over $2.8 million this year, including both endowment contributions and annual gifts. We are incredibly honored 
to be the recipients of such generous support, which helps keep our school strong and vibrant. 

The below list reflects all monetary donations to Heilicher during the last fiscal year. We apologize if any donor was inadvertently 
left off this list.

For corrections or questions about philanthropy, please contact Institutional Advancement Director Rebecca Skelton at 
952.381.3503 or rskelton@hmjds.org. We welcome online contributions at hmjds.org/donate. 

$100,000+
Heilicher Foundation
Minneapolis Jewish Federation
Lynne & Andrew Redleaf  
	� Foundation
Wendy Lovell-Smith and  
	� Colin Smith
Rabbi Mitchell Smith

$25,000-$99,999
Anonymous
BMO Harris Bank
Merle and Mort Kane
Sheila and Steve Lieberman*
Liebhaber Family Foundation
The Lovell Family: Dedee*,  
	� Stephen*, Barry, Ellen, Hope, 

and Joshua
Mindy and Dan Ribnick & Family
Robyn and Ben Schein
Nancy and Mike Schoenberger*
Harold Smith

$10,000-$24,999
The Barry Family
Judith and Michael Berman  
	� Foundation

The Beverly Foundation
Aubrey and Bobby Epstein
The Mike and Linda Fiterman  
	� Family Foundation*
Cindi and Harold Goldfine*
Sharon and William Hope*
Horovitz*, Klarfeld, and  
	� Lang Families
The Harry Kay  
	� Charitable Foundation
Lerner* and Posada Families
Suzanne Fenton and  
	� Dan Lieberman
Dedee and Stephen Lovell*
Kris and John MacDonald
Heidi Schneider and Joel Mintzer
Jay & Rose Phillips  
	� Family Foundation
Louise and Jerry Ribnick*
Judith and Jerel Shapiro
Elly and Mike Zweigbaum 

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous
Mark Appelbaum
Wendy and Steve Baldinger
Ali and Josh Berdass
Esther Goldberg-Davis and  
	� Rabbi Alexander Davis

Caren Page and Bruce Fink*/ 
	 Nancy and Neil Fink
Naomi Zuk-Fisher and  
	� Julian Fisher
E. Michelle Drake and  
	� Michael Flamenbaum
Kaplan Family Foundation
George Kaplan  
	� Memorial Foundation
Pam and Ron Kaufman*
Faye and Mayer Krupp  
	� Family Foundation*
Debbie and Gil Mann
St. Paul Jewish Federation 
Estelle and Robert Stillman*
Talmud Torah of St. Paul
Deborah Olkon and Michael Zis

$1,500-$4,999
Affiance Financial
Roberta and Robert Aronson
Baratz Family Foundation
Pearl Berdass*
Gary Berman, M.D./Allergy &  
	� Asthma Specialists, P.A./

Clinical Research Institute
Michele Kaplan Clinard and  
	� Alan Clinard
Lisa and James Cohen

Susan and Alan Divine*
Lois and Dale Dobrin*
Ephraim Eyal
David Fine
Nicole Benjamin-Fink and  
	� Ken Fink
Debbie and Michael Finn
June and Ron Garber
Amy and Todd Geller
Talya and Joshua Gepner
Marlene and Sandy Goldberg*
Cheryl and David Goldenberg
Jacy and Jason Grais
Sybil Dunlop and Phil Green
Shar Benson and  
	� David Halper (z"l)*
Melissa Mark and Steve Hanovich
Beckie Skelton and Shep Harris
Zehorit and Matt Heilicher
Liba Zweigbaum Herman and  
	� Jeff Herman
Sarah Olitzky and Michael Hobbs
Tamar Green and Ben Hofkin
Ann Ginsburgh-Hofkin and  
	� Mike Hofkin*
Karen and Steve Hoppe
Beatrice Johnson*
Mary Ann Lippay Kanee
Norma and Steve Kaplan*
Hanna Bloomfield and  
	� Robert Karasov*
Marilyn Karasov*
Audrey and Alvin (z"l) Kaufman*
Jane and David Kirshbaum
Eileen and David Kohn
Shira and Ron Krebs
Barbara and Gary Krupp*
Beth Kieffer Leonard and  
	� Todd Leonard
Judith Levitan
Adam Lokeh
Amy Rosenblatt Lui and  
	� David Lui
Barbara and Sherwood Malamud*
Tamar and Schelomo Marmor
Michele and Seth Meisler
Shana Krupp Melendez and  
	 Michel Melendez
Microsoft
Sam Miller Foundation*/Miller,  
	� Kupritz, and Rich Families
Minneapolis Foundation
Bobby and Bruce Nemer*
Debbie Pinck Ryan and  
	� Shaun Ryan
Penny and Steve Sanderson
Frank and Freda Schochet  
	� Educational Fund
Louise and Steven Schoenberger 
Renee and David Segal
Michelle and Gabe Segal
Judy and Dick Spiegel
United Health Group
Jill Rosenblatt Wolfe and  
	� Yarden Wolfe
Sara and Boris Zuk*

2022 ANNUAL FUND
Led by our Annual Fund Parent Co-Chairs Deb Olkon and Mike Zis, and Orlee Tatarka and 
Yehuda Gruenberg, we had another successful Annual Fund campaign. The Annual Fund 
closed on June 30, 2022, at just over $533,000 from 320 donors. We are honored by the 
generosity of the Heilicher community and grateful for the leadership of our parent co-chairs.

Deb Olkon and Mike Zis with their children, (L to R) 
Abe, Saul, and Meyer.

Orlee Tatarka and Yehuda Gruenberg with their 
children, (L to R) Asher and Caleb.
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$1,000-$1,499
Sally Leafman Appelbaum*
Amanda and Berek Awend
Talia and Adam Baruch
Marilyn Levi-Baumgarten and   
	� Alan Baumgarten
Heather and Kevin Besikof
Cobby Shereff and   
	� Charles Blumenfield*
Bourget Imports
COKeM
Effress-Hymanson   
	� Family Foundation
Mary and Paul Eibeler
Faegre Drinker
Fingerhut Family Foundation
Lili and Barry Garfinkel*
Leslie and Bernie Goldblatt
Audrey and Mace (z"l) Goldfarb*
Stacey and Amir Goldman
Dani and David Gotlieb
Orlee Tatarka and   
	� Yehuda Gruenberg
Hodroff-Epstein   
	� Memorial Chapel
Sara Grimaldi and David Jurisz
Debra Glassman and   
	� Robert Kaufman
Marni and Ted Koshiol
Suzanne Weinstein and   
	� Daniel Levey
Arielle Kaufman and   
	� Ohad Ludomirsky
Tony Moldo
Ellen Sue and Jonathan Parker
Lioudmila Sitnikova and   
	� Ilya Perepelitsyn
Kathryn Klibanoff and   
	� Jeremy Pierotti
The Proud Brothers and Sisters   
	� of Jill & Jon Halper
Jody and Fred Rappaport
Nancy and Kevin Rhein
Sara Schlipp-Riedel and   
	� Aaron Riedel
Robins Kaplan LLP
Hayle and Foley Schmidt
Tami and Jimmy Segal —   
	� Ax-Man Supply Stores
Michele and Spenser Segal
Helen and Rick Siegel
Amy and Michael Stern

Rachael and John Vegas
Kim and Matt Walzer
Mary and Jeff Werbalowsky
Rhona Shwaid and Jon Wolpert
Carol Woodward*
Heather Fruen and Jeffrey Zacker
Gayle and Burt Zis*

$500-$999
Anne Opila and Todd Abraham
Shari and Boris Abramovich
Stuart Ackerberg
David Ackerman
American Jewish Committee
Maia Poling and Patrick Barry
Margo Berdass*
Emily and Brett Beugen
Jacalyn Broze*
Deb and Yoni Bundt
Mollie and Jason Divine
Roni and Michael Falck
Galina Guterman and Adam Fink
Michal and Micah Garber
Sarah Gollust and   
	� Ezra Golberstein
Leah Golberstein*
Jill and Steve Gottlieb
Holly and Kelly Guncheon 
Marina and Mark Guterman*
Jennifer and Aaron Hage
Christine and Seth Hausman
Sarah Cross and Balazs Horvath
Kaplan Insurance Agency/  
	� Addie and Brad Kaplan
Jennifer and Bob Kaplan
Allyson and Amir Kats
Mary and Jacques Koppel
Les and Jill Korsh
Joyce and Myles Koshiol*
Cindy Reich and   
	� Rabbi Harold Kravitz
Anna and Brian Latzer
Carol Simon and Frank Lerman
Andrea and Stan Levich*
Tzivia and Joel Leviton
Mairs & Power
Mike Miller*
Susan and Neil Moses-Zirkes
Amy and Barry Newman
Pohlad Family Foundation
Dana and Jeff Prottas
RBC Wealth Management

Tamar and Joel Ribnick
Nadia Maccabee-Ryaboy and   
	� Oleg Ryaboy
SAP Ariba
Gail Bender Satz and Mark Satz*
Iris Tzafrir and Jonathan Shaver
Sholom Community Alliance and   
	� Sholom Foundation
Alicia and Brady Silver
Gail (z"l) and William Skelton*
Small Lot Wine
Debbie and Jed Stillman
Robin Neidorf and   
	� Andrew Sullivan
Taylor and Lior Sztainer
Laura and Norm Taple
Robyn and Cantor Ben Tisser
Wells Fargo
Tammy Marinac and   
	 Thomas Williams
Winebow
Randi Winston and Barry Wolfish
Julie and Scot Ziessman

$100-$499
Margo and Cantor Barry Abelson*
Alissa and Stephen Abelson
Reeva Abrams*
Adath Jeshurun Congregation
AIPAC
Sharon Benmaman and   
	� John Allen
Phyllis Gorin and   
	� Rabbi Morris Allen
AmazonSmile
Simone Ahuja and Hari Arimilli 
Mirit and Shai Avny
Susan and Solomon Awend*
Marsha Azorsky
Barbara Bach*
Wendy and Howard Bach
Jennifer and Paul Bagdade
Tamar Herman and David Bagley
Steven Baker
Missy Barenbaum
Allison and Joshua Becker
Bev and Richard Behr*
Ilene and Dennis Berman
Lois Berman*
Sara and Burton Bernstein
Susan and Michael Blehert
Melinda and Michael Bloom

Dina and Chad Blumenfield
Jordyn Bomberg
Julie Silverman and Bard Borkon
Inna and Michael Brezman*
Karen and Ivan Brodsky
Marilyn (z"l) and Tim Broms
Hana Gruenberg and   
	� Rabbi Aaron Brusso
Andy Bukstein
Jennifer Reed and   
	� Benjamin Bukstein
Marlene and James Bukstein*
Suzanne Chalom*
Shawna Christensen
Meryl Cohen*
Zohara and Shmuel Cohen-Lissek
Nadine Antin-Colla and   
	� Coleman Colla*
Sara Weiner and Janci Curiskis
Rena and Lu Daitzchman
Jodi and Jeff Danovsky
Barbara and Thomas Davis
Gayle and David Deshong
Nancy Drake*
Andrew Dresdner
Linda and David Estrin*
Robin and Jeff Estrin
Sig Feiger*
Kathy and Steve Feiger*
Shannon and Rick Feuling
Andrea Golden and   
	� Cantor Joshua Fineblum
Stephanie Bell and Howard Fink
Marjorie and Mitchell Fink*
Dani and Alex Fisher
Wendy and Mel Flamenbaum*
Ellen and Patrick Flannigan*
Jackie and Ted Flaum
Amy and Lee Friedman
Sally Forbes Friedman
Raleigh and Richard Fromstein
Maida and James Fruen*
Amit Yahav and Yaniv Garama
Nancy Garrett*
Kimberly and Joel Gedan*
Tatyana and Daniel Gelb
Carol and Jeffrey Gepner*
Riva and Alex Ginzburg*
Elianna Lippold-Johnson and   
	� Raphael Golberstein
Nancy and Marshall Golden
Bonnie and Gary Goldish
Tiffany and David Goldman

Heilicher was thrilled to honor Jill and Jon Halper, and Stacy Pinck and Brad Birnberg at our Annual Benefit in May 2022. For a 
photo gallery, a video about the honoree families, and a full list of sponsors, visit hmjds.org/news-events/annualbenefit/2021. 

Thank you to all the generous sponsors of the May 2022 Heilicher Benefit, led by Presenting Corporate Sponsor: BMO Harris 
Bank, Ner Tamid Sponsor: Carl and Tammy Birnberg and Family, and Presenting Community Sponsors: Stacy Pinck and Brad 
Birnberg; Jill and Jon Halper; Amy, Jack, Linda, and Mike Fiterman; Lisa and Mark Ratner; Hindy and Scott Tankenoff/The 
Tankenoff Families Foundation; and Marni and Chuck Bond/Judy and Keith Rosenblum.

The Halper family. From left: Josh, Jill, Jon, and Jonah (not pictured: Jamie) The Pinck/Birnberg Family. From left: Julia, Brad, Stacy, Allison, and Jake

2022 SPRING BENEFIT



12  

Ed Goldsmith*
Laurie and Joel Goldsmith
Shelley and David Gollust*
Deborah Gordon
Renanah Halpern and Joel Green*
Ellen Greenberg
Shelley Kornblum and   
	� Mickey Greenberg*
Heidi and Gordy Gedis Grimsby
Gabriella Israel Grinberg and   
	� Mike Grinberg
Jordana Green and   
	� Marc Grossfield
Sandra and Jack Gruenberg*
Elissa and Rabbi Joshua  
	 Gruenberg
Wendy Goldberg and Dan Halpern
Barb and Mark Hampel*
Arlene and Sidney Harris*
Julie Haskovitz*
Bobbi and Randy Heiligman
Naomi Garfinkel and Russ Hilk
Rachael and David Hoffman
Anne and Bruce Hope
Ann Hunegs
Itzhak and Miriam Ibuhan*
Jewish Family and Children's   
	� Service of Minneapolis
Andrea Johnson
Myra Juster
Sharon and Ken Kadet
Jean Kanter*
Libby and Benjie Kaplan
Carole and Martin Kaplan*
Erica and Aaron Karasov
Janice and Mark Karon*
Sarah and Daniel Kaye
Natalia and Pavel Kenigsberg
Wendy and Nisso Khabie
Miriam Kieffer*
Melissa and Adam King
Jennifer and Roger Kramer
Sara and Michel Krug
Heather Grulkowski and   
	� Elizabeth Lamin
Tammi and Elliot Lazarus
Gina Letts
Steve Leventhal
Sharon and Buzz Levitt*
Megan and Joseph Levitt
Elena and Matt Levitt
Marcia Levine and Bill Lipschultz
Laura and Martin Lipshutz
Michal and Leon Lissek*
Judith and Marvin Liszt
Anne Littman
Peggy Locke
Diane and Jeffrey Lovich*
Steve Maloney
Peggy and Joel Mandel
Tricia Cornell and Bruce Manning
John Marinac
Ana Maria Mecca*
Jennifer and Evan Melcher
Hannah Chocron and   
	� Daniel Melendez*
Ilana and Shlomo Melmed*
Hana Schein and Greg Mercer
Esta Miller*
Julianne Miller
Rabbi Yocheved Mintz*
Nicole Mondt
Lynne and David Nathan
Barbara and Mike Neren
Gayle Newman
Mel and Scott Newman
Charlotte Nudell
Jill and David Orbuch 
Sue Ostfield
Freddi Paulsrud
Lyudmila and Mikhail Pekurovsky
Arlene and Jerry Perloff*
Cher and Michael Plitman
Robyn and Manny Plotsker
Janet and Ron Plotsker*
Susan Prottas*
Tina and Ivan Rafowitz
Amy and Ben Rajkowski
Susan and Marshall Rappaport*

Liz and Matt Rappaport
Carol and Jeffrey Reed*
Yelena and Evan Ribnick
Laurel and Claude Riedel*
Jill and Jerry Rischall
Kristin and Thomas Rogers
Amy and Dan Rogovin
Vicki and Stuart Rosen*
Barbara Friedman and   
	� Lon Rosenfield*
Eileen Roston*
Judith Schleyer and   
	� Rabbi Adam Rubin
Jodi and Scott Rubin
Katie Ruff
Jeri and Adeel Saad
Naomi Brown and Yoni Saad
Ellen Berkelhamer and   
	� David Samuels
Deb and Rabbi Jeffrey Schein *
Catherine Schnapp
Nancy and Robert Schostak*
Tracy and Evan Segal
Sharon and Stephen Segal
Alicia and Opher Shallom
Daffy and Ryan Shapin
Jeffrey Shwaid*
Rabbi Michael Latz and   
	� Michael Simon
Davida Cytron and Ted Smetana
Elaine Steinman
Liba and Tom Stillman*
Chaya and Jonathan Sulman
Alene and Anthony Sussman
Laura and Dan Swartz
Harriet Swatez*
Helene and JR Tapper
Temple Israel
Kim and Scott Teplinsky
Thrivent Financial Foundation
Deb and Tom Vidovic*
Sue and Jim Walder*
Judi Belzer and Jerry Waldman*
Lisa Walker
Beth and Ryan Watkins
Heidi and Eric Weinberg
Corey Weinstein
Steven Weisbrot
Lauren and Josh Weiser
Dana Beth and David Weisman
Amy and Etan Weiss
Janet Weivoda
Ruth and James Williams*
Ellie and Mark Wolpert
Jill and Steve Wolpert*
Adina and Wayne Zaideman*
Josh and Rory Zamansky
Bonnie and Len Zeff*
Sylvia and Jack Zouber

Up to $99
Joanne Abelson
Stuart Abraham
Dominic Ackerman
Gloria and Stan Alexander*
Blanche and Meir Amar
Jenna Anderson
Nancy Anderson
Jonina Locke Arazi
Marcie and Dennis Ashenfarb
Phyllis Balto
Penny and Alan Bank
Patti Baskin
Diane Kelner Baumwald
Faye and Benji Bearman
Tiffany Sadergaski and   
	� Chad Beaver
Kara Behr
Betsy and Barry Birnberg
Connie and Lendley Black*
Sara Garland and Nicholas Black
Shirley and Allen Blumenthal
Debra Bomberg*
Monika and Matt Bondy
Box Tops for Education
Maya Sztainer and Ezra Bretler
Annie Byrne
Lois and Larry Chasin

Stuart Chazin
Jeanne Soleim and Tim Chirhart
Mara Christos
Amy and Daryl Collins
Michelle Reed and Sean Colton
Marilyn Condon*
Joe Corbett
Jacky Davis
Linda and Jon Davis*
Dalia and Rabbi Max Davis
Lorrie Dinner
Liora and Joseph Dobrin
Sarah Doerr
Valerie and Scott Dorman
Terry Gedan and Chuck Drago
Rachel and Brian Dressin
Erin and Charles Driscoll
Jaclyn Millner and Greg Duhl
Jennifer Eckert
Jill Eisenstein
Bonnie and Ed Engler
Rebecca and Mike Epstein
Sally Bell and Eddie Estrin
Judith Feiger
Rachel and Michael Feldberg*
Ellen and Joseph Feldman
Linda and Leslie Fieldman*
Barbara and Steven Fineblum*
Zeny and Bradley Fink
Amy and Henry Fink
Mike Finkelstein
Ray Fishman
Stella and Simon Fishman
Dan Freier
Linda Esteves and Christian Frias
Maya Gabbour
Nina Bacaner and Eric Ganz
Esther and Isaac Ganz
Gwyn Leder and Leonard Garber
Arisbe and Greg Gardner
Adam Garen
Susan and Mike Garner*
Nancy Garrett*
Susan and Barry Gedan
Stefanie Gedan
Margie Wasserman and   
	� Neal Gendler
Adam Gepner
Deborah Getsug
Raleigh Golden
Rochelle Golden
Lisa and Aaron Goldman
Jan and Stu Goldman*
Jennifer Morris and   
	� Michael Gollust
Alyssa and Barry Golob
Marsha Golob*
Diane and Martin Greenberger
Michael Gregerson
Annice and Steve Gregerson
Sharyn and Alan Grone
Charney Grone
Lisa Swaiman and Jim Grossman
Melissa and Steve Grossman
Bonnie and Steve Growe*
Susan and Todd Gurstel
Liz Elert and Abe Haak
Kevin Hakimi
Andrea and Dayn Hansen
Mindy Harris
Heilicher Sunshine Fund
Lois Herman*
Roberta Hoffman*
Bret Hummel
Jane Hutchison
Marrin and Eddie Itenberg
Heidi Waller and Ini Iyamba
Angela Jackson
Debbie Gordon and Doug Jacot
Jennifer Joffee
Tanya Feldberg and Neal Joffee
Carrie Fink and Reid Johnson
Julie Jonas
Deborah and Edward Juda
Dani and Benjamin Jurisz
Shirley Mandel and   
	� Louis (z"l) Jurisz*
Rebecca Jurisz
Elizabeth Kamman

Shirley and Arnold Kaplan*
Rosalind and Fred Kaplan
Joanne and Ira Kaplan*
Judith Strom and Lee Kaplan
Barbara and David Kasell
Donna and Dennis Katz
Avivit Kecman
Abby Kirshbaum
Belinda Klose
Cheryl and Scott Knight
Betty Kohn*
Alixandra Kolbe
Patti and David Kopstein*
Danya Kornblum
Yuli Kornblum*
Esther and Stephen Krovitz
Charlotte and Arnold Labofsky*
Bette and Gerrit Lamain*
Cheryl and Stan Lane*
Amanda Larson
Missy and Joel Lavintman
Joy Leibman
Michelle and Ben Levich
Nikki and Michael Levich
Eileen Levin
Josh Levine
Rachel Levine
Tarri Levine
Teena Lewis
Jan Lieberman
William Liebesny
Jonathan Shoenig and Jake Lilien
Marilyn and Martin Lipschultz
Pam Goldfarb Liss and Glenn Liss
Lindsay and Dana Litman
Chad and Alex Locke
Rena Locke
Julie and Scott London*
Matthew Lorence
Shari Lowenthal
Eric Lyon
Paula and Paul Maccabee*
Rebecca and Michael Madigan
Leta and Lawrence Maloney*
Shoshana Mann
Ilena and Kip Marron
Mindi and Douglas McColgan
Greg Mercer
Ilene and Zoran Mojsilov
Lynn and Eli Moore
Eva and Jack Moreimi*
Marietta and Collin Moriarty
Christa and Ryan Murphy
Judith Nathenson
Shivan Nelson
Karie and PJ Nesser
Ellen and Dan Neumark
Katie Noe
Rebecca and Shane Noecker
Marni and Gal Noyman
Jan and Rod O'Marron*
Michael Okerlund
Zoe Stern and Rabbi Avi Olitzky
Andrea and Rabbi Jesse Olitzky
Sheryl and Rabbi Kerry Olitzky*
Darcy Olson
Joyce and Martin Orbuch*
Ayala and Shabtay Orr*
Cathi and Craig Oskow
Lauren and Max Paletz
Rita and Steve Paper
Robin and Jonathan Parritz
William and Melanie Peche
Elana Pentelnik
Julie and Steven Pentelnik*
Romy Percansky
Alexandra Perl
Lynn and Justin Perl
Phillip Perl
Kathryn and Marcia Peters
Jill Fischer and Jeffrey Politz
Melissa and Jason Pothen
Mara Prawer
Stephanie Teter Prombaum and  
	� Hillel Prombaum
Alessandra Rafferty
Dan Porter and Ken Rafowitz
Mickey Rapkin
Diane and Jon Rappaport*
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Susan and Robert Rappaport
Adam Reiter
Austin Reiter
Mary Reiter
Sara and Brad Resnick
Amy Cohen and Josh Rissman
Ingrid Littmann Rogovin and  
	� Yoav Rogovin
Judith and Zvi Rogovin*
David Rohlfing
Layne and Dave Rosen
Karen and Russ Rubin
Wendy and Steve Rubin*
Rebecca and David Rubins
Jonathan Rubins
Anna and Slava Ryaboy*
Sara and Dennis Ryan
Stephanie and Justin Saad
Joy Sandler*
Sue Savitt*
Nancy and Steve Schachtman*
Nicole Schnell
Sheryl and Wesley Schochet
Aviva Shwaid
Lisa Segal
Marilyn Marker and Bud Shapiro
Eliana and Ilan Shvartz
Rochelle Silver
Nancy and Ron Silver*
Nina and Brian Sinykin
Hadassa and Joram Slager
Cathy Smalec
Kristine Smallfield
Kari and Andrew Smith
Jackie and Dave Smith
Judith Sofferin*
Nancy Speltz
Jennifer and Dan Spiller
Rebecca and Dan Steinberg
Lisa Sten
Marilyn Stone*
Kari and Brandon Stordahl
Shanna Strowbridge
Harriet and Stephen Swartz
Dianne Neumark-Sztainer and  
	� Hector Sztainer*
Susan and Loren Taple
Marcia Taple*
Miri Taple
Melvin Tapper
Heidi and Sully Tarshish*
Katherine and Anthony Tarvestad*
Jayna and Charlie Theis
Vic and Marty Thor
Jennifer and Seth Togal
Dennis Rainwater and  
	� Jon Trushenski
Marjorie Van Slyke
Amy Blake and Brady Vidovic
Chris Black and Derek Volk
Patricia Walz
Charlotte Walzer
Tonia and Garrett Weber
Susan and Jeffrey Weinberg
Dori and Gary Weinstein
Gayle and Ron Wiederholt
Keren and Ilan Wolf
Robin Orloff Wolff and Mark Wolff
Elizabeth Wren
Amber Wychor
Christine and David Yussen
Charlotte and Don Zacker*
Robin and Yefet Zadaka
Jared Zaideman
Aliza and Todd Zeff
Sharon Zweigbaum*

*Dor l'Dor Circle members (grandparent & 
alumni grandparent donors)

Heilicher apologizes if any 
donor was inadvertently left 
off this list. For corrections or 
questions about philanthropy, 
please contact Institutional 
Advancement Director Rebecca 
Skelton at 952.381.3503 or 
rskelton@hmjds.org.

Tributes and Memorials
JULY 1, 2021, THROUGH JUNE 30, 2022

General Fund
Samantha Ezrilov and  
Micah Berman (Marriage)
Ilene and Dennis Berman

Faye Berger (z"l)
Layne and Dave Rosen

Chad and Dina Blumenfield and 
Family (Honor)
Cobby Shereff and  
	 Charles Blumenfield

Davida Cytron, Mike Madigan, 
Mel Newman, Maia Poling, 
and Morgan Stair/DC Trip 
Chaperones (Honor)
Esther Goldberg-Davis and  
	 Rabbi Alexander Davis

Jack Flagler (z"l)
Catherine Schnapp

Mace Goldfarb (z"l)
Gayle and David Deshong
Shelley Kornblum and  
	� Mickey Greenberg
Rosalind and Fred Kaplan

Hannah, Ari, and Adina 
Goldsmith (Honor)
Ed Goldsmith

Jared Grossman (z"l)
Heidi Schneider and Joel Mintzer

Galina Guterman (Honor)
Louise Schoenberger

Phyllis Heilicher (z"l)
Shirley and Allen Blumenthal
Joyce and Martin Orbuch

Matt Horovitz  
(R'fu'ah Sh'leimah)
The Lazarus Family
Nancy and Steve Schachtman
Harriet Swartz
Judi Belzer and Jerry Waldman

Miriam Jurisz (z"l)
Barbara and Thomas Davis

Dr. Margot Krebs (z"l)
Esther Goldberg-Davis and  
	 Rabbi Alexander Davis
Paulette and Max Donath
Cindy Reich and  
	 Rabbi Harold Kravitz
Shira and Ron Krebs
Julianne Miller
Beth Kissileff Perlman and  
	 Jon Perlman
Annette Walder

Hannah Levitt (Bat Mitzvah)
Diane and Martin Greenberger
Becka and Dan Steinberg

Sandra H. Mandel (z"l)
Nina and Brian Sinykin

Michele and Seth Meisler 
(Honor)
Gail Bender Satz and Mark Satz

Clark Poling (z"l)
Patti Baskin
Heilicher Sunshine Fund
Cindy Reich and  
	 Rabbi Harold Kravitz
Rabbi Michael Latz and  
	 Michael Simon
Christine and David Yussen

Sean Prichard (Honor)
Linda and Jon Davis

Addie Prottas (Honor)
Susan Prottas

Ben Rogovin (Honor)
Arlene and Jerry Perloff

David Roston (z"l)
Heilicher Sunshine Fund

Laila and Micah Schoenberger 
(B'nai Mitzvah)
Kathryn Klibanoff and  
	 Jeremy Pierotti

Louise Schoenberger (Honor)
Esther Goldberg-Davis and  
	 Rabbi Alexander Davis

Irma Silverstein (z"l)
Margie and Mitch Fink

Gail Skelton (z"l)
Esther Goldberg-Davis and  
	 Rabbi Alexander Davis
Sally Forbes Friedman
Heilicher Sunshine Fund
Wendy and Nisso Khabie
Heather Grulkowski and  
	 Elizabeth Lamin
Mindy and Dan Ribnick
Nancy and Mike Schoenberger
Rabbi Michael Latz and  
	 Michael Simon

Madeline Walzer (9th Birthday)
Mirit and Shai Avny
Andrea Golden and  
	 Joshua Fineblum
Marni and Ted Koshiol
Amber Wychor

Arielle Weiner and  
Yaniv Wolf (Wedding)
Iris Tzafrir and Jonathan Shaver

Bella and Ezra Zacker (Honor)
Stacey and Amir Goldman

Abe and Meyer Zis (Honor)
Gayle and Burt Zis

Kenneth and Sally 
Leafman Appelbaum 
Science Endowment
Kenneth Appelbaum (z"l)
Sally Leafman Appelbaum

Joseph and Donna 
Brochin Fund for Hebrew 
Language Education
Gifts from Ann Hunegs
Reenie and Dr. Leonard Aldes  
	 (Mazel Tov on New Home)
Dr. Elliot Aleskow
Mary Baumgarten (Leadership/ 
	 Teaching at Beth El)
Stuart Davis (z"l)
Marnie Beth Diker (z"l)
Barb and Earl Hoffman  
	 (New Home)
Alan and Sue Kaufman  
	 (Appreciation)
Talia Malka (Honor of  
	 College Graduation)
Zoe Stern and Rabbi Avi  
	 Olitzky (Wedding)
Gregory Perepelitsyn  
	 (Bar Mitzvah)
Ron Rabinovitz (z"l)
Dr. Ben Stein (Appreciation)

Audrey Goldfarb Fund for 
Special Needs Education
Marilyn Broms (z"l)
Barry, Betsy, Annie, and  
	 Sam Birnberg

Mace Goldfarb (z"l)
Marilyn (z"l) and Tim Broms
Sally Forbes Friedman

Mort Kane (R'fu'ah Sh'leimah)
Sally Forbes Friedman

Gail Skelton (z"l)
Sally Forbes Friedman

Herb & Betty Kohn 
Scholarship Fund
Richard Fink (z"l)
Betty Kohn

Phyllis Heilicher (z"l)
Betty Kohn

Betty Kohn (Special Birthday)
Mike Finkelstein

Leonard and Fay Ribnick 
Scholarship Fund
Phyllis Heilicher (z"l)
Nancy and Mike Schoenberger

Harold and Mickey 
Smith Judaic Studies 
Endowment Fund
Dr. Michael Schwartz (Honor)
Rabbi Mitchell Smith

Raella Weinstein 
Scholarship Fund
Raella Weinstein (z"l)
Corey Weinstein
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Heilicher: If Not Now, When?
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Sarah B. presents her findings and ideas about the negative effects of social media, which she 
researched for the eighth-grade capstone project.

Deborah and Luna

The idea of seizing the moment is 
a value embedded in Heilicher’s 

approach to learning. 

Heilicher’s motto is: “You will be proud 
of the person your child becomes,” 
and Deborah would add that the child 
should be proud of the person they 
become as well. She is excited to help 
foster that.

“I’m very much looking forward to 
helping children find their place where 
they feel safe, heard, and seen,” she said.

Deborah is a member of Temple of Aaron 
and a Jewish day school graduate herself. 
She lives in St. Paul with her daughter, 
Luna, and makes beautiful art and 
delicious treats at Moona Made. Deborah 
can be reached at dgetsug@hmjds.org.

Deborah Getsug
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

But if I am only for myself, what am I? 
Heilicher is equally committed to the 
obligation to seek the common good 
(Jeremiah 29:7) and to contribute to 
a more just society for everyone. It is 
determined to prepare its graduates to 
be active, engaged, and constructive 
citizens of the wider world that they live 
in and will inherit. 

And if not now, when? Heilicher is 
proud of the education it provided 
these past three years under the many 
constraints of COVID-19. But now is the 
time to ask: What comes next? How can 
we move from where we are to where 

we dream of being? How can Heilicher’s 
commitment to both a particular vision 
of Jewish life as well as a universal vision 
of life within a larger society be realized, 
educationally? How can the strengths 
of the school be celebrated? And how 
can we reimagine the school to meet the 
challenges of the next 40 years?

Now is the time to apply the hard-
earned wisdom possessed by Heilicher’s 
faculty, supplemented by the fresh 
perspectives of our new head of school, 
director of general studies, and other 
faculty members, to these questions. Im 
lo achshav, eimatai?
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Save the Date

2022 Heilicher 
Annual Benefit

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2022
5 p.m. at Beth El Synagogue

HONORING 
WENDY LOVELL-SMITH & COLIN SMITH

Wendy Lovell-Smith and Colin Smith 
have been Heilicher parents and 
volunteer leaders for 18 years. In addition 
to a long tenure as a member of the 
Board of Trustees, Wendy served as 
Heilicher president from 2019 to 2021. 
Wendy and Colin are co-chairs of 
Heilicher’s endowment campaign,  
As They Planted for Me. 

Save the date as we look forward to 
celebrating Heilicher and honoring 
Wendy and Colin’s generosity and 
stewardship of the school. Invitations  
will be mailed in September 2022. 

For more information and benefit 
sponsorship opportunities, visit  
hmjds.org/news-events/annualbenefit.

Photo courtesy of Leslie Parker Photography
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Wednesday, November 9, at 7 p.m.
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