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Dear Heilicher School Families & Friends,

A
From the
Head of
School

s you read this issue of The Heilicher Magazine, I invite you to ponder
the question posed by our cover story: What is the value of a Jewish
day school education?

At Heilicher, we are engaged in the daily quest to add value, meaning, and,
yes, even some excitement to the K-8 experience. The Heilicher ‘20 plan, our
operational guide based on the Strategic Plan adopted in May 2016, is designed
to add strength, depth, and value for our students. From faculty development to
implementing inquiry-based approaches to figuring out what pluralism means in
a day school context, we are taking action to make Heilicher the best Jewish day
school it can be.
I am lucky to have incredible partners in this work, including our faculty, staff,
students, Board of Trustees, and community. We are seeing strong participation
in this year’s Annual Fund, chaired by Rose and Matt Horovitz and their parents,
which directly supports high-quality academic programs and financial accessibility.
We are already realizing some great impacts of The Redleaf Affordability &
Endowment Building Challenge Grant, which you can read about in our cover
story. And we look forward to seeing many of you at our Annual Benefit on March
15, where we will honor Suzanne Fenton and Dan Lieberman for their many years
of inspiration and commitment to the day school.
At the end of the day, it’s all about the students and who they become. We kvell as
our graduates grow into amazing adults like Maccabiah Games silver medalist and
Heilicher alumna Josie Berman (‘12), whose story is on Page 6.
Thank you for being a part of this extraordinary community.
B’shalom,

Yoni Binus, Head of School

Join us for the Heilicher Grades 7-8 Play

Cover photo by Jeffrey Schmieg

March 6 & 8, 2018 | 7 p.m.
Dolly and Edward Fiterman Theatre at the Sabes JCC
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Cover Story
What is the Value of a Jewish Day School Education?

T

he start of lifelong friendships.
Connection to one’s Jewish
heritage and Judaism.
Beloved and memorable
teachers who know and care for each
student. Self-confidence. Successful
high school and college careers. A
sense of community. All these are
possible answers to the question most
prospective parents ask when they tour
a Jewish day school: what is the value?
In truth, there is no single answer that
would apply for every student or family.
The value of any education is inherently
subjective. Yet, given the competitive
landscape of primary education today,
Jewish day schools need to keep wrestling
with this question and continuing to
develop academic programs and Jewish
educational experiences that add more
value all the time.
At Heilicher, our value proposition is
this: You will be proud of the person
your child becomes. The “special sauce”
here is a well-balanced combination of
engaging and rigorous core academics,
deep and meaningful Judaic Studies
and Hebrew learning, daily practice of
Jewish values, and a genuine embrace
of every individual and family in the
school community.
The Heilicher staff and Board of
Trustees continue to focus on strategic
objectives to enhance the curriculum,
promote faculty excellence, and secure
funds to make Heilicher accessible to
more families.

REDLEAF GRANT FOR
AFFORDABILITY
In August 2017, Heilicher received a
$9 million grant over ten years from the
Lynne & Andrew Redleaf Foundation,
the largest single gift in the school’s
33-year history. The Redleafs provided
the ten-year grant for the purpose
of making a Heilicher education
financially accessible to more families.
The Redleaf Affordability & Endowment
Building Challenge Grant primarily
will support tuition relief through the
implementation of a new tuition model
(beginning 2019-2020—see side bar on
Page 5) and through the establishment
of a tuition reduction grant for children
of professionals working at Jewish
nonprofit organizations in the Twin
Cities. A portion of the gift is also
designated as a “matching grant” to
help launch the school’s upcoming
endowment campaign.
The Redleafs were inspired to make a
donation of this magnitude because
of the deep kindness they see among
Heilicher educators. “I’ve never seen
educators who care so much about kids,”
says Andrew Redleaf.
Lynne’s two children attended Heilicher,
and she deeply appreciates the support
they provided to her family during
some difficult times. “I have been
concerned about the high cost of tuition
at Heilicher and whether it precluded

Andrew and Lynne Redleaf

some families from choosing the
school,” Lynne says.
“Our gift is intended to help keep
tuition affordable, grow enrollment, and
inspire other donors to give generously.”
Working together with Head of School
Yoni Binus and Board President Bruce
Manning, the Redleafs structured their
grant specifically to achieve these goals.
“A Heilicher education prepares
students for a world where inquiry
and problem solving skills, strong core
values, and global competency will be
the keys to success,” says Yoni Binus.
“We want every Jewish child in the Twin
Cities to have access to this powerful and
unique educational opportunity.”
“Whether they pay full tuition or not,
each family at Heilicher is supported by
a community of donors, including the
Redleafs, who believe that a day school
education is a worthy investment,”
explains Bruce. “The cost—and,
importantly, the value—of a Heilicher
education exceeds the sticker price.”

“My daughter wanted to transfer to Heilicher this year because
she desired a community that supported her Jewish identity.”
—FRANCES FISCHER, HEILICHER PARENT
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“As an interfaith family, Heilicher has played
a wonderful role in helping us instill in our
children the values, traditions, and ideals
of Judaism. We love the caring, thoughtful,
proud students they have become because
of their time at Heilicher.”
—JEFF SCHMIEG, HEILICHER PARENT
Jewish core values are woven into the
curriculum at all grade levels.

POSITIVE IMPACT
The grant is already having a positive
impact on the school, inspiring
increased interest from prospective
families and providing resources for
Heilicher to make tuition affordable
to all. One harbinger of success is the
number of Kindergarten applications
for 2018-19, which is significantly higher
than last year.
Programmatically, this has been an
incredible year at Heilicher. “It has been
amazing to see STEAM and inquirybased education in action,” says Maia
Poling, General Studies Director. “Our
students and faculty have embraced
exploration, and classrooms are abuzz
with student-directed projects that
capture children’s curiosity and wonder.”
In Judaic Studies, under the leadership
of Etan Weiss, Jewish Life and Hebrew
Director, students are integrating
Hebrew, Jewish texts, values, rituals, and
leadership in relatable and personally
relevant ways. New initiatives such as
the Hadar Standards for Fluency in
Jewish Text and Practice are already
making a positive difference. These
programs are possible because of the
support of donors throughout the
community, inspired in part by the
Redleafs’ transformative grant.
4

OPENING DOORS TO
MORE FAMILIES
Heilicher parents who work
professionally in the Jewish community
are also experiencing first-hand the
tremendous impact of the Redleafs’
support. Beth and Gordon Gendler,
parents of a current Heilicher sixth
grader and two day school graduates,
came to Heilicher when their oldest
child (now a college freshman) was
in fourth grade. Beth serves as the
Executive Director of NCJW Minnesota,
and their family now qualifies for a 50%
tuition discount through the Redleaf
grant—a value that makes a Heilicher
education even more accessible.
“I recall first seeing the core values on
the school’s walls and being impressed
that they are guiding and inspiring
students throughout the day,” Beth says.
“It is wonderful that more families can
now experience what Heilicher has to
offer. When you take financial stressors
away from families, it makes them
more able to contribute to the Jewish
community and support their kids in a
myriad of ways.”

BUILDING AN ENDOWMENT
The Redleaf grant also will lay the
foundation for the school’s first-ever large
scale endowment campaign. Once the
grant expires a decade from now, the goal
is for the grant resources to be replaced
with interest from a robust endowment
fund. Whether through current or legacy
giving, endowment contributions are a
tremendous vehicle for donors to help
ensure that Heilicher continues to thrive
for generations to come.

Heilicher’s science curriculum includes inquiry
and experiments with seeds and sprouts.

Wendy Lovell-Smith, Heilicher’s
president-elect who is guiding the
exploratory phase of the endowment
campaign, believes that planned giving
opportunities should be accessible
to any family who wishes to invest in
Heilicher’s future.

Making Day School Affordable
BY BEN SCHEIN, TREASURER
“There is no gift ‘too small’ to make a
difference,” Wendy explains. “Every
endowment contribution will be
maintained in perpetuity and will have a
meaningful impact on our community’s
future.” Look for more information
about ways to support Heilicher through
annual and endowment giving over the
coming months.

With the generous gift from the Lynne & Andrew Redleaf
Foundation, Heilicher has a once-in-a generation chance
to reset the financial model for our school with a focus
on making a Jewish day school education accessible to
any Jewish child in the Twin Cities. This is an exciting
opportunity and one that the finance team at Heilicher
takes very seriously. One of the biggest pieces of this
journey will be evaluating the current structure for tuition
and fees at Heilicher.
In the coming months, we will be doing a lot of work to understand best
practices used across the country, analyze the impact of models on our
financials, and review options with external experts, including financial
advisors, to determine impact on family budgets. We will also be gathering some
basic data from current Heilicher families to help us better understand their
needs as we evaluate various models.

Students get up close experience with Torah
from Kindergarten through eighth grade.

ADDING VALUE
The Redleafs believe the value of a
Heilicher education is the many ways
the school instills students with pride
and confidence in their Jewish identity.
Their generous grant will most certainly
open more doors and inspire additional
community support to allow the
school to continue finding ways to
add value and enhance the lives of the
students it serves.

What is the value of
a Jewish day school
education?

Share your answer with Heilicher
by email at info@hmjds.org and
we will publish a selection of
responses in the next edition of
The Heilicher Magazine.

Working with the Finance Committee, Admissions Committee, Board of
Trustees, and Heilicher staff, we have aligned on four guiding principles for any
new tuition model:
• Accessibility: Make a Jewish day school education accessible at a reasonable
cost to all who want it for their children.
• Transparency: Be transparent about how tuition is set, how financial aid is
distributed, and clear on the costs of the school as well as the investment
made in accessibility.
• Accommodate families of all sizes: Support families regardless of number
of children.
• Financially sustainable: Choose a model that supports a sustainable
operating budget for the school for years into the future.
I am confident that we can find a model that honors all four of these principles,
and I personally strongly believe in them all. Our goal is to be able to share
details on a new model this summer for implementation in the 2019-2020
school year. I am honored to serve as Treasurer at this time of great change and
opportunity for the school.

“To me, the value of a Jewish day
school education is its ability to
seamlessly instill a strong and proud
Jewish identity in my kids.”
—NANCY KLEIN FINK, HEILICHER PARENT
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Alumna Profile
Josie Berman, Heilicher (‘12): Maccabiah Athlete

2017 Maccabiah Games. She first trained
with the water polo team at nearby
Cornell University and flew to Israel in
the summer of 2017 to meet and train
with American Jewish athletes from
throughout the country.

As a young person swimming with the
Rays Swim Team at the Sabes Jewish
Community Center, Josie Berman never
imagined having the opportunity to
represent her country in an international
athletic competition. This past summer,
however, Josie had the opportunity to
do just that, competing as a member
of the USA Water Polo Team at the
2017 Maccabiah Games in Israel (often
referred to as the “Jewish Olympics”).
For Josie, swimming was a passion
that began at a young age. “I started
swimming competitively when I was at
HMJDS because a bunch of my friends
were on the Sabes JCC swim team,” she
says. “I absolutely fell in love with it.”
In middle school, Josie transferred to the
Phoenix Swim Club, where she swam
throughout high school. Now, Josie is a
sophomore at Ithaca College in upstate
New York, where she competes on the
varsity swim team.
During her freshman year at Ithaca,
Josie was thrilled to be approached to be
part of the USA Water Polo Team at the
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“It was so intense,” recalls Josie. “We
were in Israel training for two weeks.
During the second week, we participated
in the Israel Connect program, where we
would tour Israel throughout the day
between rigorous morning and evening
training sessions.”
And the hard work paid off. The USA
team beat Hungary’s team to win a
Silver Medal—a victory in which Josie
takes great pride.
In addition to swimming and water
polo, Josie is involved in many different
Jewish activities at Ithaca College. She
is the Communications Director for
Hillel and the President of J Street U.
She attends Shabbat dinner every Friday
at Chabad and is involved with the
“Challah for Hunger” program through
which students make challot to sell and
donate the funds to food shelters.

Josie graduated from Heilicher in
2012 and cites her experiences at the
school as key in shaping her Jewish
identity. “I don’t think I’d be this
involved with Jewish activities if I hadn’t
grown up going to Jewish day school,”
says Josie. “My closest friends are Jewish.
I even wanted to stay at HMJDS past
eighth grade; I remember telling Ms.
Becker that I wanted her to teach me
in high school!”
Josie’s advice for young Jewish athletes?
“I recommend everyone participate
in the JCC Maccabi Games [a North
American Olympic-style sporting event
for Jewish teens from around the world].
I swam at the Maccabi Games in Detroit
in 2014, and at the European Maccabi
Games in Berlin in 2015. It’s a great way
to get involved.”
With a major in integrated marketing
and communications, Josie’s dream is
to work for Disney in the future. Given
her perseverance both in and out of the
pool, she is sure to achieve her goals.

Heilicher Alumna Josie Berman
(third from right) tasting silver
with her 2017 USA Water Polo
Team at the Maccabiah Games.

Benefit Honorees
2018 Heilicher Annual Benefit to Honor
Suzanne Fenton and Dan Lieberman
RAISING CONFIDENT AND CREATIVE KIDS:
BENEFIT FUND-A-NEED TO SUPPORT YOUTH
ARTS PROGRAMS AT HEILICHER AND SABES JCC
Confidence and self-knowledge: these are the best gifts Heilicher
gave to alumni Emet and Charles Lieberman, and current eighth
grader Leo, according to their parents, Suzanne Fenton and Dan
Lieberman. Originally, Suzanne and Dan thought their children
would only attend Jewish preschool, but, as time went on, they
saw the impact Heilicher had on their family.
“The school is so welcoming, the teachers and students care for one
another, and we really enjoy the Jewish community at Heilicher,”
says Dan. Over the years, they have become strong supporters of
the school, and Suzanne serves on the Board of Trustees.
Suzanne and Dan will be honorees at the upcoming 2018
Heilicher Annual Benefit taking place on Thursday evening,
March 15 at Beth El Synagogue. Their involvement with
Heilicher, along with other Jewish organizations in the Twin
Cities, is exemplary.

received at Heilicher. Not only are they well prepared for college,
but they have become confident young men.”

“This was the perfect time for us to recognize the Lieberman
family’s contribution to our community,” says Yoni Binus,
Heilicher’s Head of School. “It is because of families like the
Liebermans that our school remains a place where students can
develop their Jewish identity and build confidence.”
Not only do Suzanne and Dan appreciate day school education,
but Dan’s parents, Sheila and Stephen Lieberman, are also
proponents of the school and are
serving as Honorary Co-Chairs of
the Annual Benefit.

Sheila and Stephen Lieberman

“We value a Jewish education; it
perpetuates Judaism and helps
preserve the future,” says Stephen.
“We have been very impressed by
the education our grandsons have

Save the Date
HEILICHER MINNEAPOLIS
JEWISH DAY SCHOOL

2018 Annual Benefit
Thursday, March 15, 2018
BETH EL SYNAGOGUE

2018 Heilicher Annual Benefit Honorees Suzanne Fenton and Dan
Lieberman with their three children (l to r) Charles, Emet, and Leo.
Longtime Heilicher parents and community leaders, Suzanne and Dan
will be presented with the Ner Tamid Award, a recognition given to
those who show exemplary commitment and leadership to the school.

“Our grandsons also have developed caring spirits for others
through their time here,” says Sheila. “They give back to the
Jewish community and have been taught to care for others.”
Our honorees are stalwart supporters and volunteer leaders at
Heilicher, the Sabes JCC, the Minneapolis Jewish Federation, arts
organizations, and numerous other causes. As a tribute to their
passion for arts education, this year’s Annual Benefit Fund-aNeed proceeds will support both Heilicher’s arts program and
the Sabes JCC’s youth arts program.
“Dan and I are passionate about the arts and I am so excited
that the art programs at both Heilicher and the Sabes JCC
can be nurtured through the Fund-a-Need campaign,” shares
Suzanne. “I truly believe that if you want a strong community,
you have to support community institutions and the wonderful
programming offered.”

magical evening

Join us for a
as we
honor Suzanne Fenton & Dan Lieberman
HONORARY CO-CHAIRS

Sheila & Stephen Lieberman
Look for your invitation in the mail soon, or log on to
www.hmjds.org for benefit registration and information.
LEAD SPONSOR
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2018 Annual Fund
You can help us strengthen Heilicher
with a tax-deductible donation to
the 2018 Annual Fund.
Please use the enclosed envelope or
donate online at www.hmjds.org.

Thank you!

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED HEILICHER?

Attend an Information Evening
February 22, 2018 at 7 p.m.

Schedule a Tour

Call Louise Schoenberger at 952.381.3500 or
email lschoenberger@hmjds.org

