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Dear Heilicher School Families & Friends,

I

am never more proud to be part of Heilicher than when I see our students
putting our core values into action. Although we provide multiple
opportunities for “living values” throughout our curriculum, perhaps
the most powerful experience comes in the middle of our school year:
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

From the
Head of
School

We take this day to dive deeply into the legacy of Dr. King and to explore equality,
freedom, and social responsibility in the context of the Civil Rights Movement.
Read a description of this year’s MLK Day activities as well as other experiential and
service learning initiatives on page 4. We also feature a few examples of how our
alumni have taken community service to heart in their professional and personal
lives on page 6.

(ו: וּ ְקנֵה לְָך ָחבֵר )אבות א,שׂה לְָך ַרב
ֵ ֲע
“Make
foryourself
yourselfa mentor
a mentor
get yourself
a friend.”
(Avot 1:6)
“Make for
andand
get yourself
a friend.”
(Avot 1:6)
This core value came to the fore at the start of the school year as we mourned
the sudden loss of beloved faculty member Rabbi Moshe Weiss (z”l). Moshe was
an Upper School advisor and specialist who dedicated his outsized
talents toכָּמוָֹך
(יח:)ויקרא יט
improving the educational experience for every student he encountered. We will
honoryou
his legacy
through
scholarship
fund in his name (see
page 3). May his
“And
shall love
youra new
neighbor
as yourself.”(Leviticus
19:18)
memory be for a blessing.

ל ְֵרעֲָך

Through the most difficult times and the exhilarating ones, it is an abiding honor to
be together in the Heilicher community.
B’shalom,

(.ר ֵאל ע ֲֵרבִים זֶה ָבּזֶה )שבועות לט

“All Jews are responsible for one another.” (Shavu

Yoni Binus, Head of School

 וְֹלא ַאתָּ ה,ָך ַה ְמלָאכָה ִלגְמ ֹר
(טז:רים ְל ִה ָבּטֵל ִמ ֶמנָה )אבות ב

“It is not up to you to finish the job. Neither are you free to withdraw from it.” (Avot

HEILICHER MINNEAPOLIS
JEWISH DAY SCHOOL
Presents a Production of...

Cover photo: Sam B. and Jack M. sort books
to donate to local non-profit organizations
that assist low-income families during the 2016
VOICE program. Photo by Jeffrey Schmieg
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In Memoriam
Rabbi Moshe Weiss (z”l)
In late August 2016, the Heilicher
community was devastated to suddenly
lose one of our beloved Heilicher faculty
members, Rabbi Moshe Weiss. Rabbi
Weiss worked with students with special
needs, and also served as an advisor for
Upper School students. He had a true
passion for helping children and deeply
valued the uniqueness and special
abilities of each child. He is survived by
his mother, three children, 10 brothers
and four sisters.
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE STAR TRIBUNE

“If Moshe
was a color,
he would be
neon.”

— SHAINA WEISS, SISTER OF
RABBI MOSHE WEISS (z”l)

According to Rabbi Weiss’ sister Shaina,
her brother was a “magnetic force” and
people were naturally drawn to him.
He truly lived the school’s core values
and served as a model of how we hold
ourselves as Jews, as educators, and
as a community.
Rabbi Weiss was influenced as a Jewish
educator by his parents, who were both
teachers. According to Shaina, their
parents believed in always standing up
for the underdog; a value they instilled
in their children. Rabbi Weiss worked
for many Jewish formal and informal
educational institutions, including
Sha’arim (which provides support to
students with special needs), and was a
founder of Yeshiva High School (a Jewish
boarding school in Cottage Grove).

Rabbi Weiss was also an inventor,
and after the high school closed in
2011, he gained renown for his
invention of the SoundBender — a
plastic “sound funnel” that could
connect magnetically to the side of an
iPad to help enhance the speaker. He
unveiled his invention on the ABC TV
program Shark Tank, and his product
subsequently saw market success.
Rabbi Weiss missed education,
however, and he came to Heilicher as a
faculty member in 2015. At Heilicher,
Rabbi Weiss’ caring and charismatic
personality, as well as his graduate
training in special education, were of
great value in supporting Heilicher
students with academic challenges.
According to Shaina, Rabbi Weiss
believed deeply in what Heilicher stands
for and was proud to be associated
with the school. Heilicher is honored
to create the Rabbi Moshe Weiss (z”l)
Scholarship Fund in his memory.
Shaina expressed that Rabbi Weiss
was passionate about finding ways to
make Jewish education accessible to
all families. This fund will carry on his
legacy for generations to come.

To contribute to the

Rabbi Moshe Weiss (z”l) Scholarship Fund
visit www.hmjds.org/donate or
contact Rebecca Skelton at 952.381.3503.
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Experiential Education Takes Off at Heilicher
BY SUSIE KAUFMAN

E

xperiential education is alive
and well at Heilicher. By this
we mean grade-appropriate,
hands-on learning experiences
to connect students to the greater world
and to the school’s core values. We have
annual activities like VOICE (Volunteer
Opportunities in Community Service
Experience) and have recently initiated
some exciting new ones as well.

teachers from different grade levels sit
at tables together. Not only does this
provide an opportunity for creating new
friendships, but it also gives a chance
for our older students to build their
leadership skills as they interact with
our youngest students. Each week, we
join together for the prayers before and
after eating, Motzi and Birkat Hamazon,
led by a rotation of student volunteers.

a year-round, service-learning model
where service is linked to the academic
curriculum through unique themes
being explored at each grade level. For
example, as our third graders study
water and weather in science, they will
also undertake service-learning projects
related to water conservation and clean
water initiatives.
Additionally, we will begin to connect
service-learning to each month’s core
value as we continue to find more ways
to weave Jewish values throughout
the curriculum.
This year we kicked off VOICE on
January 16, which was Martin Luther
King Jr. Day, a National Day of Service.
Students participated in interactive
workshops led by Penumbra Theatre
and Jewish Community Action, heard
from St. Paul Pastor Danny Givens about
how our words and thoughts influence
our emotions and actions, and learned
about the legacy of Dr. King and issues
of civil rights today. Students also wrote
and performed poems and readings
about Dr. King, and our Heilicher choir
offered songs honoring his legacy.

Experiential Education Director Susie Kaufman works with eighth graders during the
MLK Day programming.

The most impactful new program so far
this year has been the Friday all-school
lunch initiative. Each week, we gather
as a school to eat lunch, sing songs,
and build relationship, as students and

We are also expanding our VOICE
curriculum, which in past years has
been limited to a few weeks during the
spring semester. In order to increase
the impact of VOICE, we are moving to

Teachers introduced grade-wide VOICE
themes, and students began to think
about how they can be activists for
change and progress in our community.
Some of this season’s projects include
visits to the Sholom Home, a book
drive for Books for Africa, and a
collaboration with RezCycle, which
provides rescued bicycles to Native

“MLK Day programming is
reason #613 why I love this school.”
— TRICIA CORNELL, PARENT OF TWO HEILICHER STUDENTS

4

Heilicher students participate in a Penumbra Theatre workshop about race and racism on MLK Day.

American communities. Some VOICE
activities include community service
opportunities for the whole family,
and we look forward to fostering more
intergenerational experiences over time.
I am so excited to be a part of this
community, and I am eager to do my
part — and to work with all of you —
to continue to build and strengthen
it. I hope you will let me know your
ideas and thoughts for how to further
enrich our education program through
meaningful experiential learning.
Susie Kaufman joined Heilicher in 2016
as Experiential Education Director.
She previously taught and served as
the Dean of Student Life at the Winston
Preparatory School in New York City.
Susie says she feels fortunate to be a
part of a strong Twin Cities Jewish
community that is committed to helping
students connect with their communities,
nation, and world. Contact Susie at
skaufman@hmjds.org.

Students and faculty enjoy all-school lunch held each Friday. Sixth grader Talia R. commented,
“It’s fun to be helping out with the little kids so they can have older people to look up to. We
are giving them a mentor, and becoming friends!”

Read about Heilicher’s 10 core values at

hmjds.org/about/mission-values
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 וּ ְקנֵה ל,שׂה לְָך ַרב
ֵ ֲע

“And you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”(Leviticus 19:18)

Alumni Reflections

mentor and get yourself a friend.” (Avot 1:6)

(יח:וְאָ ַהבְתָּ ל ְֵרעֲָך כָּמוָֹך )ויקרא יט

(.שׂ ָר ֵאל ע ֲֵרבִים זֶה ָבּזֶה )שבועות לט
ְ ִ כָּל י

“And you shall love your “All Jews are responsible for
one another.”
(ו: אyourself.”
 וּ ְקנֵה לְָך ָחבֵר )אבות,שׂה לְָך ַרב
ֵ ֲע
neighbor as

your neighbor as yourself.”(Leviticus 19:18)

“All Jews are responsible for one another.” (Shavu’ot 39A)

“Make for yourself a mentor and get yourself a friend.” (Avot 1:6)
— LEVITICUS 19:18

(.שׂ ָר ֵאל ע ֲֵרבִים זֶה ָבּזֶה )שבועות לט
ְ ִ כָּל י

— SHAVU’OT 39A

 וְֹלא ַאתָּ ה,ֹלא ָעלֶיָך ַה ְמלָאכָה ִלגְמ ֹר
(טז:חוֹרים ְל ִה ָבּטֵל ִמ ֶמנָה )אבות ב
ִ זבֶן

“All Jews areJared
responsible
another.”
(Shavu’ot
39A)
Alumnus
Inspires
“ItBloomfield
is for
notone
up to
you to finish
the job.
Neither are you free
to withdraw
(יח:יט
)ויקראfrom
כָּמוָֹךit.”(ֲָךAvot
 ל ְֵרע2:16)
ָוְאָ ַהבְתּ
Intergenerational
Connections
“And you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”(Leviticus 19:18)

When asked about Jared Bloomfield as a child, his
 וְֹלא ַאתָּ ה,ֹלא ָעלֶיָך ַה ְמלָאכָה ִלגְמ ֹר
third-grade day school teacher said, “He was a good
 ִה ָבּטֵל ִמ ֶמנsympathetic
חוֹרים ְל
ִ זבֶן
friend,(טז:ב
justice )אבות
minded,ָהempathetic,
and kind.” Fast forward to the present — these
o finish the job. Neither are you free to withdraw from it.” (Avot 2:16)
words still describe his character today.

“All Jews

Jared graduated from Heilicher (MJDS) in 2005.
Last spring he earned a master’s degree in social
work (MSW) specializing in gerontology from the University of Denver.
He has dedicated his career to working with older adults who struggle
with depression, memory loss, and isolation.

(.שׂ ָר ֵאל ע ֲֵרבִים זֶה ָבּזֶה )שבועות לט
ְ ִ כָּל י
Alumni of all ages, including Miriam Hope (HMJDS ‘16)
and Steven
Schoenberger
(MJDS
‘92) pictured
here, 39A)
are
responsible
for one
another.”
(Shavu’ot
participated in the 2017 Annual Campaign to ensure the
strength and vibrancy of Heilicher.

 וְֹלא ַאתָּ ה,ֹלא ָעלֶיָך ַה ְמלָאכָה ִלגְמ ֹר
(טז:חוֹרים ְל ִה ָבּטֵל ִמ ֶמנָה )אבות ב
ִ זבֶן

Currently, Jared is community outreach liaison for Wish of a Lifetime,
“It is based
not up
you toThe
finish
the job. Neither are you free to withdraw from it.” (Avot 2:16)
a national non-profit organization
into
Denver.
organization
grants lifelong wishes to older adults, and its mission is to honor them
and to educate others about seniors’ struggles and special stories. Jared
sees the potential for this work to inspire a national conversation about
the importance of supporting our oldest population.
— AVOT 2:16

“It is not up to you to finish
the job. Neither are you free
to withdraw from it.”

Outreach and development are important components of Jared’s
work as well. When Jared reached out to his alma mater, Heilicher,
to establish a partnership with us in his hometown, we began to
work on connecting our students with the senior community here in
Minneapolis. As part of Heilicher’s commitment to service learning
and experiential education, we planned a visit to Sholom Home on
February 14 when our 7th and 8th graders will hand out roses to
residents. Jared will meet with the students beforehand to discuss the
importance and the rewards of community service.
We look forward to working with Jared on this event and hopefully to
expand it to other senior communities in the future. We at Heilicher
are very proud of the meaningful work Jared is doing and wish him all
the best as he lives Heilicher core values and brings joy and purpose to
our oldest community members.
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At Heilicher, we believe that the task of making the world
a better place does not rest with one generation alone.
More than 120 grandparents and special people attended
Yom Dor l’Dor/Grandparents and Special Persons Day
on November 22. Students had a fantastic time learning
about toys from different generations and showcasing
their academic and artistic accomplishments.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: The next Yom Dor l’Dor event
is scheduled for Friday, April 21, 2017, at 1:30 p.m.

Debbie & Jed Stillman to be Honored at 2017 Annual Benefit
This past August, Debbie Stillman
stepped into Heilicher to drop off a child
for the 17th consecutive year. She and her
husband Jed originally came to Heilicher
looking for a school that could provide
their kids with a strong Jewish identity,
Hebrew language skills, and a true sense
of community. All these years and kids
later — (Sophie (21) and Sam (18), both
attended Heilicher, while their youngest,
Gigi, is currently in 7th grade) — they’d
tell you that they, and their kids, got so
much more.
Debbie and Jed Stillman pictured with their children (L to R) Sophie (21), Gigi (13) and Sam (18).

Even before they had children, Debbie
and Jed shared a passion about the
importance of Jewish education, and
together they became strong advocates
for this cause. The Stillmans support the
issues and institutions they value not just
through philanthropy, but with time and
talent as well. For the last 20+ years, the
two have focused a significant amount
of their volunteer energy serving as
leaders on many boards and committees
related to education at organizations
such as Heilicher, the Minneapolis Jewish
Federation, Yachad, Temple Israel, and
Hillel, among others.
“It is this passion for Jewish education
and their dedication to Heilicher that has
made Debbie and Jed the perfect choice
to be our honorees at the 2017 Annual
Benefit,” said Yoni Binus, Heilicher’s
Head of School. “It is because of couples
like the Stillmans that our school remains
strong and vibrant.”
The Stillmans were initially drawn to
Heilicher for its welcoming environment.
“It’s not about labels or observance
levels,” said Debbie. “It’s a place for
everyone.” Yet it was the exceptional
education and the Heilicher teachers
who provide it that kept them here.

“The teachers know our children on a
very deep level — both as people and as
students,” said Jed. “They see the child
for who they are and work with them at
their own pace to ensure their success.
I’ve seen how capable and confident
my children are,” Jed went on, “I’m truly
proud of the people they’ve become.”

Debbie and Jed Stillman will be honored
with the Ner Tamid Award at the
Heilicher Annual Benefit on Thursday,
April 27 at Beth El Synagogue. An online
auction will run just prior to the benefit
from April 19 to 26.

Save the Date

AMOS AND CELIA HEILICHER MINNEAPOLIS JEWISH DAY SCHOOL

2017 ANNUAL BENEFIT
THURSDAY•APRIL 27•2017• 5:45 P.M.
BETH EL SYNAGOGUE
JOIN HEILICHER FOR AN EVENING OF CELEBRATION

HONOREES: DEBBIE AND JED STILLMAN
DELICIOUS FOOD STATIONS — SPECIALTY COCKTAILS
HONORARY CO-CHAIRS

ELOISE AND ELLIOT KAPLAN

LEAD SPONSOR
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Amos & Celia Heilicher
Minneapolis Jewish Day School
Barry Family Campus
4330 South Cedar Lake Road
Minneapolis, MN 55416

A PARTNER AGENCY OF

ISACS: Independent Schools Association of the Central States
MAIS: The Minnesota Association of Independent Schools
NAIS: National Association of Independent Schools
PRIZMAH: Center for Jewish Day Schools

HEILICHER

IS NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR THE
2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR
$3,600 grant available for all new
students entering at any grade

INFORMATION
EVENING

TUESDAY, MARCH 28 AT 7 P.M.
Learn what makes a
Heilicher education
extraordinary.
RSVP to admissions@hmjds.org
or 952.381.3500
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